
Composition Workshop Materials List

Drawing:

1.   Pad of Drawing Paper 12 x 18 (Utrecht, Canson, or Strathmore).   For those who would 
like to use a higher quality paper, I recommend Stonehenge printmaking/drawing paper.  
Don't get the pure white please: the slightly grey or tan color is better.  It comes in 18” x 24” 
sheets and will need to be cut down.  Students can buy this in addition to the pad if they 
would like.

2.   Drawing board. 18”x24  An excellent choice is the Helix Metal Edge Drawing Boards from 
Blick.  They are light and easy to tape or pin work to.

3.   Pencils.   Pencil lead in a holder is easier to sharpen and is therefore recommended. 
 Please buy two  2mm drafting lead holders and 4B, 2B and HB 2mm leads (they usually 
come in packs of 12 sticks or in tubes of 2)  lead pointer (sharpener).   Regular wooden 
pencils are also fine:  two of the following: 4B, 2B and HB and a way to sharpen them (knife 
or sharpener)

4.   Two Kneaded Rubber Erasers

5.  Large and Small Blending stumps
 
8.   Masking Tape ( ¾" or 1")

9.   Vine Charcoal (medium firmness)

10.  Ruler :  Flat metal one at least 12 in 
 
 
Painting:
 
1. Paint:
 
Cremintz White 
Yellow Ochre 
Vermillion Extra
Ivory Black
Cobalt Blue
Raw Umber
 
If the students do not want to handle lead white, use Titanium White. If Vermillion is too 
expensive, Cadmium Red Light will do.   I recommend Old Holland, but any quality brand is 
fine (no student grade)
 
2.  Brushes:  Hogs hair bristle brushes only:  Filberts  ( Not brights) sizes: 2, 4,6,8, 10, 12

3.  Palette - a wooded one that you can hold in your hand or a palette that you use for plein 
air (ie set up on Julian box or tripod)



4.  2 Palette Knives 

5. Medium Cup (should be able to be clip onto the edge of your palette)

6. Gamasol Odorless Mineral Spirits  

7.  Cold Pressed Linseed Oil or Stand Oil

8.  Canvas  12 X 16.   Oil Primed is best.   Utrecht Master's Panel Canvas Board, Belgian 
Linen is my recommendation.  New Traditions and Source Tek panels are great but more 
expensive.

9.  Jar with lid for cleaning brushes

10 . Masters Brush Soap

11. Paper towel roll or rags


