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Art Inspires Ashland 2014 was a 

joyful success! We had a full house 

at the Evening Presentations and 

full workshops over Saturday and 

Sunday with lots of happy students. 

It was such a treasure to meet and 

work with our visiting artists: Dan 

Thompson, a classical master realist 

artist from NYC; Jean Cacicedo, a 

ground-breaking fiber and paper 

artist from Berkeley, 

California; and Nata-

lie Fletcher, an 

award-winning body 

painter from Bend, 

Oregon (with some 

roots in Ashland!).  

This was our first 

year holding the Eve-

ning Presentations at the Ashland 

Springs Hotel and it was an ex-

tremely fun and stylish affair. Our 

visiting artists entertained, inspired, 

and informed us about their stories 

and mediums in short TED-style 

talks. On Saturday and Sunday, 

students and participants learned 

and played with exercises and tech-

niques that the artists shared with 

them in in-depth workshops and 

demonstrations.  

The whole weekend of Art Inspires 

Ashland met our highest hopes. 

Each year we bring artists at the top 

of their fields to Ashland to share 

their passion and experiences with 

local artists and art enthusiasts be-

cause seeing an inspirational work 

or listening to an inspirational 

speaker can assure us 

that it is possible to 

achieve something 

special and meaning-

ful! And that we, too, 

should go after our 

dreams!  

All proceeds from the 

event went to support 

Ashland Art Center and its children's 

scholarship fund, education pro-

gram, and professional artist ser-

vices. AAC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

dedicated to serving the visual arts 

community of Southern Oregon, by 

supporting local artists and being a 

vital resource for art experience and 

education. Thank you for your sup-

port!  (See more photos from the 

event on the back page.) 

Art Inspires Ashland 2014  By Jim Chamberlain 
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Dear Artists and Arts Enthusiasts, 

2014 has come and gone and now we 
look forward to what 2015 has to offer us 

at Ashland Art Center. True to form, we 
are not sitting back and waiting for 
things to happen! Over the past five 
years we have laid a strong foundation 

for our organization and 2015 will be a 
year where we get to reap the benefits 

while working hard to continue our streak of success. 

As always, I must take a moment to thank each and every one of 

you that has contributed to our growth and development. Although 
I like to take credit for coming up with this idea of a community art 
center, I can take very little credit for that fact that we have sur-
vived and even thrived to the extent that we have. It is a testa-

ment to the support and passion that has come from our artist 
members, our leadership, and our community at large. My heart is 
filled with gratitude!  

Artist Studios 

• They are once again filled up (with a waiting list). Every six 

months or so we get to play the “studio shuffle” game and I 
find it to be an exciting time as artists move around the 
building and often we gain NEW studio artists in the proc-
ess. Please always be sure to check out each studio when 

you visit the facility because artists do shift around with 
some regularity.   

Artist Memberships 

• We continue to grow our artist membership. There was a 

time when we couldn’t seem to break the 150 members 

count but today we are well over 200 artist members and 
it’s rewarding to know that artists are renewing member-
ships each year and feeling good about the benefits we 

bring to the artist community in Southern Oregon.   
AAC Staffing 

• We currently hold three part-time employee positions at 

AAC. I’m happy to announce that we have been able to in-
crease the hours for our Educational Director position in 

2015 and we have been able to provide pay increases too.  
Working at Ashland Art Center takes a very special breed. 
Our staff is passionate about bringing arts services and 
education to Southern Oregon.   

• Though we have had to say goodbye to our beloved Kara Q. 

Lewis as our education director, we have the wonderful op-
portunity to embrace Natalie Stawsky as a new member of 
our staffing family. Natalie is as intelligent and visionary as 

she is elegant and graceful. It is an honor to have her take 
on the role of Educational Program Director.  

A Letter From Executive Director Denise Baxter Board of Directors 
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A Letter From Executive Director Denise Baxter continued 

• As always, I must pause to recognize the colleague, ally, and friend that we all have in 

our Gallery Manager and Administrator, Elijah Boor. Tried and true, Elijah is a tremen-
dous asset to our organization and is someone that we can always rely on when it 

comes to running our organization at the ground floor level. Most of you will never 
know the extent of how Elijah supports the artists in our community. You’ll have to 
take my word for it. Thank you, Elijah! 

• This year we are focusing much attention on the goal of hiring a Development Director. 

What this means for now is raising the funds to hire this individual for the first year of 
employment. We have raised $20K thus far and are expecting to raise another $30K 
over the course of six months. The employment of a Development Director will mark a 
significant accomplish for Ashland Art Center.  One that is necessary for us to take our 

organization into the future long term with sustainability and the capacity to grow. Stay 
tuned. 

Galleries 

• Our Premiere Gallery at Ashland Art Center underwent a significant change in 2014. We 

turned our gallery into a co-operative! Today we are fairly well settled into the new 

structure and beginning to grow the co-op membership. If you are thinking of partici-
pating in the co-op gallery at Ashland Art Center, you may decide to join as a work-
trade member OR a dues-paying member. Let us know if you are interested.   

 
Educational Programs and Artist Services 

• Our list of classes and artist services continues to grow each year at Ashland Art Cen-

ter. As our community makes its needs known, we respond by offering more arts edu-
cation in the areas of ceramics, printmaking, painting, drawing, textiles, jewelry-

making, assemblage, and more. 
• This past year, in addition to our in-house curriculum, which includes on-going special 

needs programming for children, we extended our arts education programming to the 
Ashland Middle School. With support from the Oregon Community Foundation we ac-
quired $70,000 to improve, expand, and supplement the arts for the middle school stu-

dents in the areas of Video/Film, Orchestra, Band, Visual Arts, and Culinary Arts. This is 
the first of a five year program to improve arts education at the Middle School Level.   

• We also successfully implemented the new Haines Philanthropic Foundation grant pro-

gram this past year and we look forward to continuing that program again later this 

year. We awarded $50,000 in grant funds to 18 applicants in all fields of visual art. 
Those artists will be sharing their work with us at this year’s March First Friday Event at 
Ashland Art Center.  Please mark your calendars and be sure to join us that evening for 
a fantastic March First Friday. 

• And, one more highlight to share with you regarding our new affiliation with the Osher 

Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI). OLLI is an organization that provides intellectually 
engaging and enriching lifelong learning and personal growth opportunities for people 
age fifty years of age and beyond. In April we will bring our first Arts programs to the 

members of OLLI in our community. Ashland Art Center will begin what we hope is a 
long and prosperous relationship with this organization, inviting OLLI students into the 
Art Center to study the arts with our expert educators.    

 
Though we have accomplished so much to forward the visual arts in our community, there is 
of course much more that we can and should do when it comes to supporting artists and pro-
liferating arts Education. Thanks to all of you that have contributed thus far and please keep it 

up. We need you and your efforts to further our mission. We appreciate you! 
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Working Hands: A Journey of Creativity By Jo Ann Manzone 

Striking modern images from the world-famous iPhoneArt-

Girl can help you define a mood at home or in your office. Prints 

on aluminum, acrylic, plexiglass and metallic photographic papers. 
See the work online at http://iphoneartgirl.com or call Meri Walker 

at 541-897-0499 to discuss a commission.  

When I was a little girl, I would watch my mother and grand-

mother work with their hands.  On Sundays they would make 

“a pot of gravy,” our name for marinara sauce.  Meatballs and 

pasta would accompany the sauce.  Sometimes I helped make 

the meatballs, my hands squishing all the ingredients to-

gether. I can still smell the gravy cooking on the stove and 

hear the soft bubbling sound as the sauce simmered.   

My mother’s mother would get together with her sisters once a 

year and make pizza dough in the basement of my great 

grandparents’ home in preparation for our summer family picnic. The dough would be 

kneaded, set out on a big table and allowed to rise. Four generations of family would come to 

eat, laugh and tell stories. The pizzas could not come out of the oven fast enough, and by the 

end of the day we had consumed close to 50 pizzas, with some eggplant parmesan and Italian 

pastries for dessert. After dinner the women would sit around in a circle and knit.  They would 

talk about their children and recipes and their plans for the summer.  I loved listening to their 

stories and watching them create blankets, booties and sweaters. 

When I was 10 years old, my mother and grandmother took me to our local yarn shop to pick 

out my first knitting project. Little did I know that I would be turning this skill into a lifelong 

passion for working with fiber. When I walked into that little yarn shop stacked with wool, I 

took in the bright and warm colors, filled with a sense of beauty and possibility.  

I was 16 when I made my first garment: a knitted dress made with chunky pink merino wool 

on size 32 needles.  It was the 1960’s, a time of changing and diverse trends in clothing. This 

influence of breaking fashion tradition is visible today in the playful way I combine wool, silk 

and other fibers to create nuno felted fabric. Nuno is a Japanese term meaning cloth. I use silk 

as my base cloth and add merino wool, silk roving and strips of fabric that I then use to make 

clothing and accessories.  Recently, I have been experimenting with other “shrinking” tech-

niques to create fabric to incorporate with my nuno felt. I enjoy up-cycling garments by taking 

them apart and incorporating them with my felt fabric to create new fashion.   

When I am creating, I feel connected to my mother and grand-

mother. It takes me back to them, and it lets me feel like I’m part of 

a circle of women working with their hands, connected and loved. 

Calling all AAC artists:  

LIKE us on 

Facebook! 

And be sure 

to send us a photo and 

brief text about you and 

your current projects to  

ashartcent@gmail.com. 
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AAC is looking for a few talented volunteer board members to lead and strengthen our growing organi-
zation. If you can contribute your time and leadership one evening a month, and are interested in explor-
ing this opportunity, please call Matt Small at 541.944.6053 or email matt@kistlersmallwhite.com to find 
out whether this volunteer opportunity is right for you. We're especially looking for those 

with experience in non-profit legal, fund raising, marketing and accounting. Thank you! 

Patrick Beste: An Artist Returns 

Patrick Beste returned to the Rogue Valley after a year in Virginia, 

where he was GrandNanny to his two little granddaughters. While in 

Virginia, he exhibited art at The Peninsular Fine Art Institute in New-

port News. He also won the award for Artist of the Month for the 

Poquoson Art League.  Since his return he has been busy working in 

his home studio and displaying his abstract art. 

He was the featured artist for a month at the Sanja Gallery in Grants 

Pass, He has participated every month at the Art Presence Gallery in 

Jacksonville. This summer he was a part Medford Art and Sound as 

well as Jacksonville Celebrates the Arts. He did window painting in 

downtown Medford as part of Edgy Art. His work was also seen at the Bongo Gallery in Ash-

land and at Hanley Farms. He exhibited at Artoberfest in Kirby in Octo-

ber and was the featured artist at Weisinger's Winery for November. 

Also, he was also featured at the Ashland US Bank for two months this 

summer. He also exhibited at the Jacksonville Barn recently. 

He continues as a member of Ashland Art Center, the Ashland Gallery 

Association Artists, and the Southern Oregon Artists Association where 

he is Co-director of Programs. He has recently joined Artclectic in 

Jacksonville and exhibits art at the Victorian Christmas Boutique. He is 

an active member of the Watercolor Society of Oregon. His webpage, 

BesteArt.net, has recently been updated to show his newer work. 

“Transformation of the Heart” by Jana Parkes Watercolor by Pam Haunschild Printmaking by Midge Black 
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Welcome, Natalie Stawsky! 

Dear AAC artists, members, and friends, 

We are excited to announce the hiring of our new Education Director: Natalie Stawsky! Natalie 

will be taking over for Kara Q Lewis starting in January 2015, and you'll all get a chance to 

meet or see her as she and Kara work closely together throughout December to train and get 

ready for a smooth transition. 

Natalie is currently an AAC studio artist and gallery co-op artist with an immense passion and 

love for the Art Center. She and her daughter Bianca have been active participants and sup-

porters of Education @ AAC's children's classes, always going above and beyond to share AAC 

with other families and bring new people through our doors.  

"I am an entrepreneurial, friendly, and resourceful project leader with a keen business mind 

and a strong drive for making things happen. I love the Ashland Art Center and I am inspired 

by the work and energy that it takes to keep this amazing place running." writes Natalie.  

Natalie is a working artist, who founded her own business Florena Bianca for which she de-

signs, produces and sells flower accessories. She was previously the Outreach Coordinator and 

Teachers Training Director at Rasa Center for Yoga and Wellness in Medford and Ashland. She 

is now senior faculty at Rasa. 

Originally from Argentina and Uruguay, Natalie moved to Los Angeles and started her career 

as a translator and independent radio producer. She moved onward and upward from radio 

news work, to public relations for a publishing company, and then Director of the Spanish Pro-

duction Department for Westwood One Radio Network and Clear Channel in LA. Natalie 

was the official voice of MTV LATINO and E- Entertainment Radio in LA in the 90s. 

Following her instincts about her health, Natalie began studying yoga and eventually left radio 

to become a working yoga instructor. She has been teaching yoga for 15 years and helped es-

tablish Rasa as one of the most important yoga studios in Southern Oregon. She has been 

voted “Best Yoga Teacher” by the readers of Oregon’s Healthy Living magazine!  

We're crossing our fingers for a Yoga for Artists class to 

come up on the AAC calendar in the future. We hope 

you'll join us in giving a warm welcome to Natalie to 

the AAC team and community! 

Many good wishes, 

Kara Q Lewis, Education Director 

Denise Baxter, Executive Director 

Andrea Matteson, Board Member 



Some of you may have heard that the A2B Program is expanding nationally but may not be 

aware that we are also expanding in Southern Oregon. Our new Art2Business Southern Ore-

gon Sales Manager, Pegi Smith, is beginning to start the conversation with businesses in 

Grants Pass, Medford and Klamath Falls. For those of you who are currently in the A2B pro-

gram, I need to know who is willing to show their work in those areas. Please email me your 

preferences.  

For those of you who are not currently in the program, I am inviting you to join. There is no 

cost to join and you only have to become a member of the Ashland Art Center if you want to 

show your artwork in Ashland businesses. If you are only interested in showing your art in 

Medford, Grants Pass and Klamath Falls then the only thing you need to do is go to http://

art2business.net/add_artist.html and fill out the online form. Please read the contract and in-

surance waiver and be prepared to fill those out and turn them in before you actually exhibit 

your work. I'm also attaching FAQs for artists that will help you to understand what the pro-

gram is all about. Feel free to pass this information on to other artists who you think may be 

interested. There is a vetting process and after the form is submitted, the artist website and 

information is looked over for appropriateness and professionalism for the program. Of course, 

talent and subject matter is important as well. To see who else is in the program go to: 

www.art2business.net/locations.html. Please feel free to contact Wanda Pepin if you have 

more questions after reading the material at (541) 261-9794.  

A2B Program Expansion    By Wanda Pepin 

Art du Jour Gallery presents “An Afternoon with Richard McKinley,” nationally and internation-

ally renowned artist/educator, on Sat. Feb. 28.  Born and raised in the Rogue Valley, he is 

known for his beautiful paintings in oil and pastel, and for the vast amount of artistic knowl-

edge he shares with his students worldwide. Richard will offer a presentation on his career in 

contemporary art, including highlights from his forthcoming book on oil painting, as well as 

from his best-selling PASTEL POINTERS. The afternoon begins at 1:30 PM in the Medford Li-

brary (Adams Room) with a power point presentation and a lively question and answer ses-

sion.   

A reception and opportunity to meet the artist follows at 

3:30 PM in Art du Jour Gallery at 213 E. Main St. in Medford 

(2 blocks north of the library). Tickets are $15 for adults and 

$10 for students (14-21 yrs.) and can be purchased at the 

gallery Tue - Sat 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM and Third Fridays, 

5:00 PM – 8:00 PM. For more information call Linda at (541) 

770-3190 or visit Art du Jour Gallery in Medford.   
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An Afternoon with Richard McKinley   By Linda Evans 



Mission   Ashland Arts Center serves as a vital resource for art experience and educa-

tion, while offering economic and social support to the visual arts community. 

Vision   Ashland Art Center promotes and supports a thriving arts economy through art 

education and individual artist support.  

Ashland Art Center 

357 E. Main Street 

Ashland, OR 92019 

(541) 482-2772 
The Artist’s Voice 
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Photos from Art Inspired Ashland 

Everyone is invited to visit the Plaza Salon & Spa at 60 

N. Main St. in downtown Ashland where 28 original paint-

ings of Snow Panneton's highly detailed imaginary women 

in imaginary settings are displayed during the Winter 

months.  

Snow Panneton 

Gallery & Working Studio 

125 Sherman Street 

Ashland, OR 97520  

(602) 448-4109 

Exhibit of Snow 

Evening Presentations photo-

graphed by Nick Benedetti. 

Artists Dan Thompson and 

Jean Cacicedo photographed 

by Jim Chamberlain. 


